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MASSACHUSETTS COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAJ- MEETING, MAY 27, l»74. 

The Mas!-;aouit8Etts Colonization So'^jeti" hel<l its Tliiny- 
thii-d Annual Mctitiiij^ in Hostou on Wi;<ln(.?s<Jay, May 27, !87'L 
The Annual 'Uoj)ori of the Uourd of Manai-'tirs, prcpaml by 
Ex-C«<)vornor Emory Wasishuk:-;, was read by him find ae- 
copted. The '^^eas^l^or'^^ llopori wtis also read and accept.i'd. 
The oflie.ors for the year ensuing wore nnaniniouf^ly elected : 
lion. G. WashiniTton Warreii Hueceodinuj I'jx-Governor Waslt- 
burn, who doellued a re-ciection as President. 



ANNU AL REPORT. 
In presenting' to tlic Mas.«achusetts Coloni;5atiori Societ}' the 
Thirtv-third Annual lleport of the transactions and event.s in- 
whioli the Society have been direetl}" interested, that which 
touches them most nearly is the death of their excellent and 
esteensed Secretury, Rev. JosKi'ii TiiAOY', D. 1)., wdiose lonj^ 
rtervices hiid shown the incalculable value of his labors in the 
cause of Colonization and Christian civilization, and wljosse 
personal qualities of mind and heart iiad won the i'(!.sjK'et and 
esteem of (ill who knew him. Ajjpropriate arxJ aj)j»reeiative 
notices of his disCin/i^uished services as an officer of the Asso- 
ciation, and his worth as a inan. Isave b»jcn, made by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the National Society, and been publishe<i 
in the organ of that Society, which rcniier it unnecessary on 
this oceaBion to <io more tlian to bear testimony io the jjjraie- 
fnl r .^peci which t'he nicinVici-s oj' this Hoeiely bear to iiin 
memory, wliile they record how much, tin' ean>^c in wlu(d) they 
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arc eti^u/^cul 'm in(lcl)lc(l for ilH huwcihh to tlu) wisdom' ixrxd li'u-- 
votion of hirt oarnoHt hihors. 

TliiB Society alwo Iuih to lumont tho loss of two oiIut of ithv 
mcmbcr-s, whoso cliaracter and inlluoiuio lout an (?H}cioncy and 
iniportnnoo to thoir KUpp<»rt of the HcluMnc of (johMiization, 
Tlu) Hon. Kkubkn a. Chairman, Chief Jafiiicc of thty Snpronu; 
Judicial Court of MassachuKctts, boon too lort;!^ ami too- 
generally known in this conirrtunity to nood any other skoteh' 
or notice of hi.s ch^iniH upon Iho Lrratoful respect of the public 
than bin name, and the private worth and public sorviees as- 
sociated with it. If the Society have lost the benefit of his 
countenance and counsel, they have the incft^ory of what ho 
ha8 been and what he has done for the cause in v;bich' they 
are engaged, to enconragc them to persevere in the work. 
Bkn.tamin T. Reed, Ksq,, of Boston, though kss known in 
public life, had made himself conspicuous by bis noMe bene- 
factions and liberal charities to religi'Mis, oducational, and 
benevolent ]>urposes, from the fruits of a life of active and 
intelligont enterprise in business; and hift loss has becti a 
source of public sorrow and regret, llo was also one of the 
Trustees of Donations for Education in Liberia, who havtt, in 
common with this Society, occasion to tdierish a grateful mem-' 
ory of his interest in their united efforts to rescue Africa fronj 
barbarism. 

By an arrangement entered into between the AmericaJi and 
Massachusetts Colonisation Societies in February, 1870, the 
service of collecting motieys for aiding the cause of Coloniza- 
tion within the limits of Massuchnsetts was assunxnl by the 
National Society, without atfocting thereby the relation in 
which, as a State Seciety, the Massachusetts should stand to 
the American Society. Under this tirrangi'ment the American 
Society acknowledges the receipt of 82.009.11 i'v(,in Massachu- 
setts during the year ending April ?»0, 1874. When, there- 
fore, tiic death of the late Secretary terminated his uscfn! and 
invaluable services, it beciiine a matter of deliberation and 
inquiry on the part of some of the friends of Colonization in 
this vicinity how far it was cxpodiont nr.d desirable to c<M!- 
tiiiue the organization of tlu> .M:>rtsnehnscl ts v^ociely, :itid a 
fi'ev <-onsidt:iti'»n was bad :it an iiiforiual meefinu' as to t'ti'." 



coHrRo to ho pai'BiKxl in v'unv ol' tli(; oliJu>«i;o In. its I'ondi- 
tion. it wuH conc'Uulcd l>y n;onornl svHW»'nt lliut it would bo 
b'.^st to contiiuic tiic or;i;jini/,ation. in order to bring itB jiiein* 
bcrs more imniotiifttoly in coinmunieation with the Nntioni\l 
Society, to ke(!p alive a more direct local interest in its sue* 
coHs than mi^ht l)e othvM'wise felt, and to liave a l<no^vn and 
responniblo l>ody of the IViendK of the enterprine duly organ- 
ized and avithoripced to receive atid diubnrBo any ^'ift?* by lega- 
cies or othorwiffo which liberal and public-spirited individuals 
might bo willing lo contribute. It was, furthermore, t!n;ught 
best to avoid all local expenr?eH of rentw and Baiari<'s ; and 
they were fortunate enough to find in Mr. J> (J. Uraman a 
gentleman who was wilHng to act as Secretary of the Society 
without eoniponsation, and he wns ac<;oi'dii)gly cho.sen to auj)- 
ply the vacancy occasioned by the death of Dr- Tracy. It 
Avili be lor tlie Society to determine whether tbi^ course, whicl) 
has the approbation of the Managers, shall be adopted as tiio 
action of the Society. 

But while the Managers recommend this change of the 
details in the mode of (fondueting the aftairs of the Society, 
the}'' would not be understood as implying thereby any abate- 
ment of their intere^t in the purposes for which it was organ- 
ized, or any siipposition or belief that lh6 importance of these 
has become or is becoming anv less than it ever i>as been. 
So far from that, they were never moi-e strongly impressed 
than they now are that the cause of Colonization is the cause 
of Christian civilization, and can never cease to be an object 
of living intei-est and importance til! Africa shall not only be 
redeemed from slavery, but made free in the light and liberty 
of Christian revelation. 

it tf^ok its rise from the existence of slavery in the United 
Sttites, and in fifty-two years lias succeeded in ])lanting upon 
the soil of Africa a Republic of freemen, governing themselves 
and recognized by most of the leading natioris of the globe, 
through which a way is opeerd for civilization to enter that 
continent. 

.U has sbovvU that it is by such ??ieaiis, a?t(l sueh mcanf^ 
nlone, liuinnnly spetiking. that there is any reasonnble hojx- 
of plant ing eivil institutions, njid tbroUi^b ih<.Mn o}' spreadirt.ij. 



tlm iiillnriici;,':- which m-c/w out, '^t* t ^lO^^." throii^li ihi,; iJiU'l'ioJ" 
of thiit coiitincm, which hus i\w i'.i^cs boon shut lo their jij)- 
jiroat'h. 

Nor has ihc occaNioti (or ^*lK;h ixw ai^HMicy is ollVircd in iho 
schcnu* of Coh/iii/utioii I'ciisvMl by the c.Miiict ion oi' shiV(!ry, 
(ivon ii' wo, coufiiK.; our views to oni' owu (.■(HHiLry. Wo li.'ivo 
four iiiillii)ns of lV<;iMn(!ii inslcatl of, as loi-inorly, the ^aiuo 
ruiinljcr of nhivtis. IJut niercly pi'oehiimin!^ them frco ilocs not 
hU[ip!y ihcui with llu- (.'.i.iuvalit,)!; or \sralth or ih-.> habits of 
thi'ift which arc r< (pru i'ci.; to i'K.;vaic ihcra to \.hc rank of social 
c(|u;ilily tunl capacity i''>r scii' i;-ijvcrnrnotit witii intolligont 
Aiiici-i<,^ari ciiizcic's To lot u tow the bliichtiug iiiflucricc ol' 
pi'i'Jutiico atiil caste \vi!i ovv'r staiul in ihcir way; and the 
only iiojic tht.^y have oi cwv broakinijj away trnni the rcstraiiit.H 
uiiilcr which tlicy uiv^ ki^pt '.lown, ;uiil rising; lo ihi; dii^nity to 
whicii thoir aatiii!,i >n [)r.>!ii:)i.-> t'ir.m, i-A wiihin some (Vci; 
jjuhhc of their own rafc nic! c<.ih,>r, ii'ko liib'^ria, where tlicir 
■powers arid iacsiities may hud cor-si^tcnt ONC-rcisc. ar.d their 
edforts nn.'ct with. the reward tlicy de-^crve. '.lUv rianibvir win/ 
rcci the need of sonu/ r-uch li id Uyv tiicir social and rioral de- 
veiojunent is not sniali. and will grow Itirger as the ditfleulties 
ii;i'owiri;jj out of theii' ab'iiorinal condilion are better understood. 
So that th'..' time is-i'ar distant when tli. re will not be ample 
work.foi' the Co!'>n!;.'.ation Society to do, in the v/ay of supply'- 
in*^ wortiiy and excellent American idJzens with.liic coveted 
snean;-^ of iichievin<i^ a hii^her manhood and ;i broader iiide- 
jicndence than they can cvcr hope lo attain here. Ami when 
we remember lliat it is just sutdi men as these that Liberia, 
am.!, ihi'ou^h l-.er, Africa needs and must have to work out 
the great problem of ei vili/atitui, which is now being lrie<l 
through what the An\eriean C\)lonization Society bej^an, it is 
ditlicult to exaggerate the importance — ma}' we not say the 
tiecessity — ol' coniinuing the agencies arid ac:livities which it 
has in operation. 

The llcjuiblic of Liberia is snuill, :iml needs larger num- 
bers, l! is ])Ooi'. ami needs to have its industry ami I'c- 
sonrces devdoptMi. Arei surrounded as it is by barbarous 
heiitheii tr'"'-^';, it ii;-.- to '■■■■<)]•:. I'-m' llic pri-fuf. for ;iid an(| 
assisianee a.br'>a'* anioit'r ('brisiiaM ruilion';, p,\ii 1 lu're is d;ui- 



^iT ,'UmI (iilliouhy I'von hoff, uiiU'kh t^u'Sl^ cuii \ wisely arid 
diHcroolly ii;ui<U.Ml Ity woiiu? (.•(Mn)K't,i,'iit, tiiijcney upoii llio sjioL 
8;iyii)iji; notliiiif^ of'tlio vurii;(y ol" ] oliu;ioii8 cU'nomiii:U.i()tifi wlio 
luivt.-. t'ouiuict.l luiiHsioDs witliin l.ho lU'pulilic o\' \.A\n'\'\'A, at. 
wliieli ovci'v one ouirht lo ri-juioe us u im njis ol dissojninatinii; 
Chriritijin tcai-liuii.^, tlu-rc is (luiij.(<"r tit' il»<.; cnUriC' '>i' (T'lnmoii- 
solHtol o<hn'uti<'ii siiilV'i'inii;, uniiufiuidnally, iVoiu ihh very cir- 
eiiinKlaricc. univoisnl odncalion lios nl tlic wry founda- 

tion ol' (ho Ut_'()ul.)!ic. Siiri'iMUidvd liy savui;;;' 1 vibes, if licr chil- 
dren arc y.oi uui.nhl. in hef tschof)!s, and ax; MilTonM.! to grow 
uj) in ii^iioranco, ilicro i^ liardty :ui}'thi);g td' which wc t.-;in 
concoivc whicdi will s;tand I'l l'.vi'Ui-; ihrni and the barharit^ru 
by which Ihcy arc »Mivii-nH(,'i,i, Kvcn in our '.)vvn (••turitry, not 
a. few h'.Ao uM.kiMl u])on i.h.ci i-ondilioT> ol iho coniUHin-HAdiOoIs 
.!: <(.inn' fff ;hc' S'.;i<es where the colored ra<*e outiiun)li'er the 
whu.ew!!,; ■'m,';:' i;i»ri''"'>et;>i^)t:, {low much slro)!i;"er <iUij;;ht 
thiss u|)|ir('iicnr;io;i U; bt; ui a eoiiinnuiity wtiere Hehool,'? derive 
DO aid or cMieoura^enieni from traditional rtispect or the eus- 
toir.s of the country. To 'iiaintain anything like an eduea- 
lionai system in tiie State, it must have the sanction aiui sup- 
)ioi t of the Hlale in its laws and their administi'ation. Now, 
ironi the reports of iheriC various missions in Liberia, wo arc 
]vd to fielieve that tlui eliief of j>art of the scdiool e<hication 
furnished to ilie children 'an<l youtii of Idberia is. supplied 
througis the iuKtruetion given by ]iersons in l)ie employment 
of these missions. And the conse(jucnce, we are informetl, is 
what might naturally he exj)ec*ivl : so long as people from 
abroatl will contribute the means of kecidng up schools, the 
])eopie of Liberia will not tax themselves to maintain tiiem. 
^\ change in this respect, such as might be hojted for if Li- 
beria were more populous and better deveh^jjcd, is one of the 
tilings to which tlie friends of Colonization may look forward 
with hope aiui confidence, 

Among the aids and instrumentalities to which the friends 
of Colonization have looked I'or fitting and educating the peo- 
ple of Jjiberi;;. to be a self governing, self-sustaining naiion of 
freemen has been the College founded at Monrovia and ehicily 
sustained bv bene!acti<;us irom the United iSiates. The im- 
portance of sufdi an institution can iiardly be (jver cHiimated. 



J^ikc tho cornmon-soliool, it lormn u j^ormiuiil principtu of u i'rw 
SlaUi, upon which its Mocial and intoilcetwftl growth muHt, in 
no small degree, depend. It nced-s tho free-Bchool to feed it, 
und the State to putroi»i«e and befrie«;d it. It nu»8t, from itH 
very position, he the appropriate inytitution in which youn^; 
men who are to jnalce their iniluenec feit in that and the »ur- 
rounding community Hhould be taught. And, though it makcK 
no pretention to he a denomlMtttional college, it is, to say the 
I'.'aBt, a question iiow far, on the whole, it is expedient for any 
deno'Tiination weciving to christian ize Africa to bring her sons 
to this 'country to be educated in an American college rather 
than atrengthcn and eni'ourage that of Liberia by the ])atron- 
age of their prcHcnci; and exam[)U). 

We need only add that chese and other means of building 
up and extending the Republic, so lately the Colony, of Li- 
beria arc in harmony with and a part of tho Coloidxation 
enterprise in which this Society is engaged. And so far from 
the occasion for it having ceased or passed by, it never made a 
stronger appeal to patriots, Christians, or friends of human 
freedom or progress than it does now. Its field was never so 
wide, its promise of success was never so ei'couraging, if good 
men and true will supply the means by i.vhich the agencies 
now in successful operation can bo kept in vigorous action. 
To this extent, at least, the Massachusetts Colonization Society 
can still give efiiciency to its organization. 



